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cities, such as New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, and Houston 
(see Figure 6.4). The majority of police departments in the United States, 
however, tend to be much smaller, with an average of 25 officers. The head 
of the municipal police department is typically a police chief, or sometimes 
the police commissioner, and this is almost always an appointed position. 

Sheriff’s Department/Office
The next most common police agency in the United States is the sheriff’s 
department or sheriff’s office.39 There is a distinction between these 
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sheriff’s department/
office: The highest law 
enforcement position in a 
county, providing police 
services to county residents.


